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Together with his Propoſals to them for improving and increaſing — | 
The Manufactures of Silk in Bengal, 
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80 as to preclude the Neceſſity of importing Raw Silk 


into England, from Italy, Turky, &c. 
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The Reſult of cloſe Application, accurate Obſervations, and repeated 
Experiments made upon the Spot, during his Reſidence, in Bengal, | 
_ for Fifteen Years, from 1756 to 1771, | 
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HE time! of departure for your l ſhips bang 

n arrived, permit me to repeat my ſolicitations and to 
renew my application and to hope you will extend that 
indulgence and clemency towards. me which your diſtin- 
guiſhed and known humanity have upon various occaſions 
diffuſed to others. I truſt that my ſufferings and ſuſ- 
penſe for ſix years will be deemed ample atonement and 
expiation for the offences with which 1 have been charg- 
ed; and then my paſt ſervices will, I flatter. en | 
plead ſtron gy — my reſtoration to chederriodi:.) 5 


"m pp ſhould be forry.. to be thought my own panegyriſt, or 
to arrogate to myſelf merit Which did not belong to me, 
but when it is conhdered how few there are now exiſtin 

of thoſe gentlemen who formed the court, when I bat 
the happineſs and honour to be received into the ſervice, 
a faithful narrative of facts will I preſume be deemed 
Fal to my preſent purpoſe : in the recital, of which 


be as conciſe as the ſubject will admit of, that I 

may not IE too much or too long 08 Four 1 

b nes bnd f dl it, "ae 

ford! 2. 1e (ru mn 10 og Ay CLI 1 4 11 Was 
Gy, | | 


V9 
* 


CT I * Amr Geet RICA wen” Ne BITES 2 1 1 


chat no ſerrant under the rank of a factor 


dourt of 1 as alſo upon 
eleven gendemen who were ſent from England as factors 


| ( 4) 
I was appointed a writer on the PONY eſtabliſhment 
in is Widener 1755, and arrived at Fulta during the an- 
archy and confuſion, which the reduction of Calcutta by 
ren -Dowla had occaſioned. I ſerved as volunteer 
on board the Kent, till the ſettlement was reſtored to the 
company by r ns Watſon, when I returned to my 
civil capacity. In July 1757, I was made deputy ſecre- 
tary, and * as ſecretary ſor the laſt four months Mr. 
John Cooke held that employ, and acquitted myſelf ſo 


much to the ſatisfaction of lord Clive, the then governor, 
and his council, that they would have given me the ſuc- 


ceflion, had not the court of directors poſitively directed - 
ſhould, upon 
any account; be promoted to that office. November 
1759, in defence of the ſettlement the hoſtile in- 

tentions of che Dutch, I was uſly-wounded. The 
board took this o pportunity of recommending me to the 


upon my being ſuperceded by 


till a va- 


in 1760. I remained in my Ration of deputy 


cancy (after I became factor) happened in July 1761, 


when received the nomination, as Sir Eyre Coote, and 
general Carnac can teſtify, with the unanimous concur- 
rence of the whole board, notwithſtanding the jealouſies, 
heart-burnings add difſentions which then reigned athong 
them. Theſe diſputes, which I ſhould not have men- 
tioned, had they not been already made public by the 
ies* themſelves, greatly increaſed the Aer of the 


: office, and brought my health, by inceſſant ap lication, 
inte ſuch” a decline as to render my requiſition to 
reſign neceſſary, but the hoard were al willing to give 
| their aſſent till they found that the change of air, 

and 5 from * * of office, wich which 


they 


"SPI | 
. had indulged me for three months, had not had the 
defired effect; and then in March 1762, took the op- 
portunity of promoting me to the ſtation of naval ſtore- 
ceper, a poſt before held by one of their own members. 
Ihe ſtations at the different ſubordinates becoming va- 
cant in October 1762, by the inhuman maſſacre at Patna, 
I was at my own defire, in conſequence of my health ſtill 
continuing infirm, nominated third at CoffiÞabuzar. In 
May x 766, I became ſecond of that factory, and from 
the confidence with which I was honoured by the chief, 
Mr. Sykes, I had the intire management of the ſilk in- 
- veſtment for near three years, during which time I raiſed” 
the inveſtment without augmenting the price from one 
to { 200,000; and eſtabliſhed the factory at Jungypore, 
for the purchaſe of lack for the colouring of the piece 
goods; the company having been obliged (owing to the 
monopoly of that article by one merchant) to pay for it at 
the rate of ſixteen Rupees per Maund; which I 
for them afterwards at the rate of four Rupees, in ſo large 
a quantity that after ſupplying the dyers with as much as 
was required for the company's inveſtment, the ſurplus 
fold at public ſale for a ſum equal to the purchaſe of the 
whole. And finding from the different informations 1 
had received that large quantities of ſilk might be pro- 
duced in and about that diſtrict, one of the aſſiſtants of 
the factory was by my recommendation ſent to refide at 
Jungypore for that purpoſe. . 
In an inveſtment ſo extenſive, in which not leſs than 
twenty thouſand hands were employed, it could not but 
be expected that interefts would claſh, and cauſe many 
mercantile diſputes and complaints to ariſe : theſe, the 
chief ever referred to me, and theſe, I ever redreſſed as 


1 


gi far as in my power; and I preſume IL. muſt have given 


ſatisfaction to al parties, as L do not recollect any "oor peals 
aints 


have ever been preferred againſt my awards; or com 
made of injuſtice, dedion, or e having ever 


been exerciſed by me. 
Thus far I haveſhewn my zeal 15 the compaby $ welfar 


eig had ghe honour, to. ſerve them; 1. will now wi 


permiſſion int out my attention to their intereſt, hace 
al have been out of- their ſervice. N 


My knowledge of the French language enabled me, 


hilt at the iland of Mauritius, after eſcaping ſhip- 


wreck; to diſcover. that the French were in daily ex- 
Ration of tranſports and troops, in order to execute 


the ſcheme which had been planned, of attacking: the 
company's poſſeſſions without any declaration of war. 1 


inſtantly deviſed the following means of counter-acting 


their deſigns. I wrote the particulars of the intelligence 


I had N in the Hindoſtan language, and prevailed 


upon Mrs. Grueber to copy it, and forward it to Mr. 
Middleton, as a love letter from her maid to one of his 


ſervants, to whom I applied the company's Perſian title 
as his name, in order to fix Mr. Middleton's attention to 
the interpretation. This paper of intelligence was duly 


received and clearly underſtood, —However, leſt it might 
not be comprehended my anxiety induced me to ſend in 


duplicate, from the iſland of Boutbon, the particulars in 


Engliſh, to Mr. Middleton in Bengal, and to Mr. 


Haſtings at Madraſs; and as accurate eee 
| . as I could procure to Sir Eyre Coote, whom I un- 


der ſtood to be on his return to India, all under cover to 


Mr, Law at Pondicherry. Theſe the general of Mau- 


ritius opened, and ſent a veſſel, as I have ſince learnt, 


.' expreſs to Bourbon to ſeize me, a tew days after my de- 


parture from thence. | 
| $1 Since 


he 

Since my arrival in England, obſerving the affairs of 
the company embarraſſed, I drew up and preſented to 
the court of directors, after it had undergone the in- 
ſpection, and received the approbation of ſome learned 


and eminent gentlemen, a ſcheme for relieving them 


from their then diſtreſſed fituation, which 
afterwards deemed illegal. 


My ardor has not abated, I have ſtill directed my 
attention to their proſperity, and happy I ſhall. think 
myſelf if I can by the exertion of my abilities and 
experience promote their advantage. With that view I 
now offer to your mature and ſerious conſideration the 
accompanying propoſals for improving and increaſing the 
manufacture of ſilk in Bengal, ſo as to preclude the ne- 
ceſſity of importing of raw filk into England from Italy, 
Turky, &c. and if you approve of them, and think them 
worthy of being in whole or in part adopted, I beg leave 
to tender my ſervices for conducting ſuch part of them 
2 may think proper to entruſt to my management, 

iring your favour and countenance no longer than my 
actions and conduct ſhall prove me deſerving. 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


. 


* council 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt devoted 
humble ſervant, 
| London, January 1775, 
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PROPOSALS 
* ſubmitted to the SER of the 


COURT of DIRECTORS, 


For affairs of the 1 


— 


- 'United Company of Merchants of England, 


| TRADING TO THE 
£ A 0D 78S 
* „ 


1 Manufaktures of Silk in x Bengal, 


So as to Ga the Necedſity of importing Raw Silk + 3 
into England from Tral 95 Turky, Oc. 


The Whole being the Reſult of cloſe Application, accurate Ob- 
ſervations, and repeated Experiments made on the Spot, during a 
Reſidence, in Bengal, of Fifteen Years, from 1756 to 1771, 


By Mr. GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
Late in the Service of the Eaſt-India Company at Bengal. 
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HE Author of the following Propoſals for improving and en- 
þ ee manufacture of Silk at Bengal, ſo as to preclude the 
neceſſity of importing Raw Silk into England from Italy, Turky, &c. 
in order to fix the attention of the company to a ſubject on which 
their well-doing and exiſtence ſo materially depend, begs leave to 
premiſe, that the ſeveral ſtations in which he. had ſerved them in 
Bengal for many years, particularly whilſt their inveſtments of ſilk 
were under his management at Coſſimbuzar, had. afforded, him op- 
portunities of converſing with thoſe whoſe informations could be 
depended upon; of making remarks, upon every material occurrence; 
and of trying experiments upon ſuch, points as his abilities and ſitu- 
ation would admit of. And he. flatters. himſelf, had the Verelſt 
arrived ſafe, on which he was embarked as a paſſenger, and had the 
misfortune to loſe all his papers, he would have been able to have 
produced. many valuable documents to have elucidated. his ſubject, 
and to have enforced his propoſals; at the ſame time, they would 
have ſhewin that he had their welfare always at heart; and that he 
had ſeized every occaſion that had preſented, to promote their intereſt 
to the utmoſt of his power. 
The Author is ſatisfied that although the trade to India is in ge- 
_ condemned by writers as detrimental to Great-Britain, yet the 
B 2 | greateſt 


1 


A 5 x « 
# | Ao, as? 6 17 ) £7 FYy + 4 A 
| x "23 I 1 * . 1 


3 0 wp 
Bir * 7 


grfteateſt advocates for his opinion muſt omit that the importation * 
of raw filk has been, and always muſt be of great utility to this 
kingdom, as it employs many thouſands of both ſexes from the age 
of fix up to ſeventy ; and produces what ſound policy wiſhes, induſtry 
among the poor. To enumerate the different branches, is foreign to 
the preſent deſign, let it ſuffice to point out the various manufactories 
and throwing mills eſtabliſhed. in Spitalfields, aad every your of 
England. 
To treat of boy matter wich sten, pſt and preſent times ſhould 
be contraſted. N | | | 
With that view, he judged the moſt exact means of aſcertaining 
what has been, and what is, the produce of filk in Bengal, would 
be a reference to the books of the cuſtoms kept at Moorſhedabaud. 
_ Theſe, upon examination; ſhewed bim that, before and during 
Ali Verdi Cavyn's government, duties were 1 agg — 
on fifty thouſand Maunds of raw-filk; : 
| That from his time to the year 1764, Gyn of cha 0 . 
anhually decreaſed, inſomuch that the quantity paying _ did not 
at length exceed ſeventeen thouſand Maunds. ' | 
And that, fince the company have been poſſeſſed of the W 
that product has been further diminiſhed, duties erg Wu 
only on ten thouſand Maunds. bs 
However, in this it muſt be conſidered, 4 the amount t of the 
inveſtments of the reſpective European companies and their ſervants, 
together with the quantities rr by natives Hen ee 71 2 01 | 
n have not been included. | | 
It has been admitted by all the principal natives and jakabitants; 
=—_ that in the firſt mentioned period, when filk fold upon an average for 
door Rupees the Seer, the value of the quantity produced annually, 
7 © exceeded one Crore of Rupees or 1,250,000. And in the lat-_ 
ter, when the price of filk has been ſo high as ten Rupees per Seer, - 
1 | 92 the 


. 
be dee er de produce has been ies than forty let, e. 
£500,000 *. | 


The peaceful ate of the provinces and ae Gehen of 


en of every denomination, and from every part of the globe, 
all upon the fame footing without the ſmalleſt partiality ſhewn to 
any particular ſect or complexion, were the cauſes why this branch 
of commerce flouriſhed ſo conſiderably before the 197 
The wars and revolutions which ſucceeded, detSred many of the 
Delhi, Lahor, Guzzerat, Agra, and other-inland merchants coming to 
the market as uſual. And made many of the cultivators of the mul- 
berry ſhrubs, rearers of worms, and winders of filk, through fear 
quit their habitations and fly the country, whilſt others of the ſame 


occupations, allured by a proſpe& of plunder and additional pay, be- - 
came followers of the camp in * of er. hoſtlers, "oor" f 


cutters, &c. 


The poſſeſſion of the Dewanny nick the company anxious to 
: increaſe the ſilk inveſtment in order to get home the ſurplus revenue, 


it was thought neceſſary to monopolize-the whole of that branch, as 
far as it was praQticable without interfering with the other foreign 


companies. The meaſures adopted in order to affect this, had a 


_ _ 7 * 
— — — 


8 * lee, Bengal Row ale 1764 to ere, r 2- + 


Tear. Bales, | Wei he Invo. Price per Seer, | Sale Piles he Gr. 1. | 
Maund Seer | From ic ng gf he. 1 From s. d. a d. 
1764 300 pag 17 8 4 | 394 22 0 
176 355 1448 17 7 4 's 334 24 2 
17 2608 21 8 2 4 11 30 0 228 
1767 [1127 | 4438 15 9 6 4 11 28 4 21 6 
1768 1081 4294 24 8 $ 8 29 2 12 6 

1769 1121 4425 28 | 8 >& -of 29 6 130 
1770 1174 4630 [10 9 s 16 + $6 6© 26 

1771 | 1018 4055 6 12 0 8 wh 32 2 110 
1772 804 2639 20 16 10 3 306 $ 2 


N. B 1767, 1768, 1769, ao ride Le Ae 
4 * 1770, 1771s 1778» the Company did not receive any raw Silk from Chiza. 


0 
\ 


( 14 ) 


contrary tendency, to what was wiſhed. or expected; the company 
reaped little or no advantages; the Dutch and French very conſidera- 
ble for the cultisators, rearets, aud winders, either ſought protection 
from them or fled to ſome. ather diſtrict .where they were unknown, 
and there took up ne employs. Theſe meaſures alſo kept away the 
inland merchants altogether, who annually. imported; ſpecic to a con- 
ſiderable amount for their purchaſes, of this commodity. The un- 
equal rents of the. lands likewiſe; drove many of the cultivators out 
of the diſtricts. © Theſe, circumſtances, added to the depopulation of 
| the grovinees, by reaſon of the famine, were the chief cauſes of the 
|  degreals bath in quantity and quality, and increaie of price; for the 
neseſſary hands being wanting for fulfilling the igveſtments required, 
the remaining few: adulterated the quality, in order to compleat the 
quantity,. and took. that, opportunity of raiſing the price. 
_ _ Here it may not be improper to give a ſhort ſketch, illuſtrated 
Vith drawings, of the proceſs. of rearing and feeding of worms, and 
| Producing: and winding of e ee n a8 
practiſed in Bengal. 
here eee called Bunde, in which the worms: 
are hatehed, and the; pods. compleated, viz, November, March, and 
July., The firſt is eſteemed the beſt, by reaſon of the nouriſhment 
which the ſhrubs receive from the heavy dews which then fall night- 
ly, and the diſtance of the ſun. The laſt. is the worſt, ſometimes 
. owing to the intenſe heat of the ſun parching the leaves, and at 
others to the heavy rains rendering the leaves watery, Wy 
"The mulberry ſhrubs from which the leaves are plucked, and 
which. ſeldom exceed two feet in height, being produced from cut- 
tings, are planted in rows two feet aſunder, at each of the fore- 
. mentiqned ſeaſons, which commonly ſhoot out their buds in leſs than 
a week, and are generally full of leaves in leſs than a fortnight. 


As 


48 


As Tooh as the buds have made their appearance, the wu are ex- 
poſed to the ſun, whoſe genial warmth produces the worms about 
the third day in the firſt ſeaſon, and about the ſecond in the laſt. 
The worms ben hatched are ſuffered to remain without food till 
the next morning, when a few tender leaves are ſtrewed lightly over 
them; upon which thoſe | that are healthy climb almoſt inſtantane- 
onſly, and are then divided and placed gently wigh the leaves upon 
as many mats made of reeds fix by four feet as arGjudged neceſſary. 
The ſume proceſs is repeated daily till the worms are ready to ſpin ; at 
which time they are removed to another mat prepared for that purpoſe, 
Having a thin piece of bamboo fixed from the centre ſpirally, as a 
ledge for them to faſten their threads to, to begin their pods. Dur- 
ing all this proceſs, the perfons who attend do not cohabit nor change 
| their clothes, giving for reaſon, that the worms from their nice ſenſe 
of ſmelling would conclude them to be ſtrangers, and would refuſe to 
de fed by them, © 

The mats upon which the worms are fed, are WT one above 
another half a foot aſunder, fo as to admit of air, and to enable each 
to be moved without inconvenience the one to the other: till 
they have done ſpinning, the ſun and eaſt wind are entirely ſhut 
out from them, and then they are expoſed to the rays of the'former : 
but as they do not all finiſh their ſpinning together, and the ſky is 

at ſome ſeaſons overcaſt, great numbers make their way through the 
pods before the - ſun can poſſibly have ſufficient influence to deſtroy 
the chryſalis. Thus infinite quantities of ' pods become uſeleſs; the 
delay and efron any * vinding, ot een the ex- 
| 1 8 

The towns and villages which produce the filk lay ſcattered, and | 
at a conſiderable diſtance from each other, This renders it 
to employ Delolls or principal brokers; who have their agents, 
| termed Pycars, for the purchaſe of Putny; ſo called from the pods 


being 


N q *. y _— 


. 616) 
being irregularly wound by the Cuttannies; a ſet of men who travel 


from place to place for employ, in the ſame manner as e . | 


by our mowers and reapers in the time of harveſt, 
Thus from hurry and want of attention, the Cuttanniee at 
| thick and thin, fine and coarſe threads together indiſcriminately, fre- 


* 


quently introducing the buſk in which the worm was lodged to in- 


creaſe the weight; thereby rendering it abſolutely neceſſary to have 
the Putny re-waknd. This is firſt done on bobbins in order to pre- 
ſerve the differ nt degrees of fineneſs; then reeled from thoſe bob- 


bins upon a large reel to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh the colours of each 


aſſortment, from which reel the ſilk is taken as ſoon as dry to be 


8 into ſkains. Want of care and proper management in 


e beginning augment the labour and expence, and diminiſh, very 


# 


<eofiderably 1 the luſtre, trength and weight of the ſilk, by the ſecond | 


emerfion | in water and reeling, as deſcribed i in plate 1. fig. 7, 8, and q, 


b ; Although theſe are great diſadvantages, © 80 are * compar- 


A to thoſe which. ſollo . 
In England, goods are not paid for anti PRIN 6 It 
In India, every manufacturer and workman muſt have advances. 


Money. is firſt given to the Delolls to advance to the Pycars, that they 


may ſupply-the Ghriſts to enable them to. purchaſe eggs to hatch, to 
prepare their huts, to pay the Cuttannies, and to till their grounds 


| For raiſing the mulberry ſhrubs. Thus in order to procure Novem- 


ber Bund Putny, which is ſeldom received till the month of Janu- 
ary, the Delolls muſt have advances as early as September; and ſtill 
it is uncertain whether the quantity which the advances were ex- 
pected to produce, would be procured: for, ſhould any of the Ghriſts 
loſe their worms by any ſickueſs, or by the want of proper food, or 
by the delay of the Cuttannies, they become incapable of giving 
any Putny in return for the advances made them, and the reſt of the 


| Chriſte take the ee of fan the Hf of their Putny, according 
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” 4 RE 4. Shews the ſtage upon which th 

4 Ficux 5. Repreſents a Mat with à piece 
to fix themſelves to when they begin to ſpin. 

Ficunz 6. Shews the ſaid Mat platgd i. 
the Worms have done ſpinning. . 

Ficunxz . Is a Cuttanny winding the Pc 
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hich the mats, with the Silk Worms are placed. 
piece of Bamboo tied ſpirally for the Worms 
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lated in the ſun to deſtroy the Chryſalis, 8 
vthe Pods into Putny, and ſhews alſo the Reels 
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| Ficvne. 8. Shews a Hank of Putny;. and the winding of it upon bobbings into its 


Ficunz 9. Repreſents the winding from the Bobbings to the great Reel, to 
Preſerve the equality oſ fineneſs and colour in the Skains of Raw Silk. Alf the Reel 
full of Skains placed in the Sun to dr). WE. | . 

 Fi6VRE 10. Shews the method of making the Raw Silk, when taken from the 
large Reel, into Hanks, or Skains. EY | „ | 


| proper aſſortments of fineneſs : alſo the Reel and Bobbing uſed upon the occaſion. . 
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to the quantity produced: for the quality cannot be well diſcerned till 
finally re · wound into ſilk, ſome ſkains yielding 3, ſome a 4 and ſome 
a j; leſs than others; it being impoſſible and requiring more time than 
a man could: poſſibly ſpare to examine them one by one. 

This neceſſity of re-winding makes, advances to the Sirdars or bead | 
windera, who have each of them under their command and direction 
from twenty to one hundred, agreeable to their connections and in- 
fluence, unavoidable. Theſe engage to wind every Civt, of Putny at 
a ſtated allowance, conſequently require to be well logked after, not 
only to ſee that they divide the aſſortments properly, but alſo to pre- 
vent their ſtealing, ſecreting or tearing the Putny. They require 
alſo to be watched that they do not wind for others by night, it being 
morally impoſſible that they can wind both day and night. To have 
recourſe to juſtice in ſuch caſe, is a manifeſt and immediate loſs ; the 
Putny remaining unwound ſoon goes to decay, eſpecially if it has 
been put into water to diſſolve the gum, „ All therefore that can be 
done, is to uſe every means that human foreſight can ſuggeſt, to de- 
tect and prevent it; for which purpoſe a number of overſcers and 
ſpies muſt be ns ep the expences are e 
encreaſec. 

To obviate all theſe inconveniences, at the ame time that ils 
proviſion be made for encreafing very conſiderably the company's in- 
veſtment of filk, it is propoſed that the company do eſtabliſh factories 
under the management and inſpection of ſuch gentlemen as may be 
beſt acquainted with this branch, under the controul, and ſubje& to 
the orders of the perſon appointed to ſuperintend and conduct the 
whole : that round about theſe factories ſuch lands be appropriated for 
the growth of mulberry ſbrubs, as may be neceſſary for feeding the 
worms that may be judged proper to rear; that theſe grounds 
be well banked to prevent inundations; be furniſhed / with wells 
to water the plants, when the ſeaſons prove dry; to have 
mats ready to coyer the ſhrubs from ſcorching heats, or hard 
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| aki 2nd to have gra: to prevent the water lodging, PIE PR ROPE 
judice the plants; the worms being as averſe to feeding on leaves 
whoſe juice is watery, as on thoſe that are withered. Theſe pre- 


cautions will jnfure the ſupply of good wholſome food for the worms; 


in the choice of which no animal can ſhew a greater nicety; and on 
which the quality of the ſilk intirely depends. That upon the con- 
ines of theſe grounds,” or in ſuch parts of them as may be found moſt 


convenient, huts be erected for the rearing and preſerving of the 


worms; fromawhence the pods as ſoon as compleated be gathered and 
carried into the factory to be wound off, before the worms can poſ- 


fibly have time to work their way out. The ſame family may be 
employed i in all the three departments: The man in the cultivation 
of the mulberry ſhrubs ; the woman in the rearing of worms; and 


the children in Ke of : an 1 70 winnen 


| other. N 


The lands being lud our f in 4 manner diredted, it n be e ex- 
wills eaſy for the perſon reſiding at the factory, to ſee daily that 
the ſhrubs are kept in the beſt order; that the greateſt attention is 


paid to the worms in their food and ſpinning, and that no time be 


Joſt in ſending the pods i into the factory to be wound off into thoſe 
aflortments which may be why oof for the Pitope market, or 675 


E the piece goods. 


in e wr plats I, we Author thinks cannot be 


The placing the pods in the fun, as ſhewn in the 6th FRE be 


objects to, as diminiſhing the luſtre of the ſilk. Such of the pods, 


_ therefore, as are in danger of being deſtroyed by the worms, muſt 


be put into large earthen pots, throwing four outices of ſalt to every 
ten pounds of pods, and covering them with large dry leaves. The 


pots muſt be filled with theſe layers, and then ſtopped cloſe, fo 


wy" fey err Es. IF which means the worm, 
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will be deſtroyed is week, whereas they will tive long N to 
| pierce the pods, if the leaſt air gains admittance by any neglect. 

' Likewiſe in lieu of figures 7, 8, and 9, he would recommend 
the uſe of the machine in plate 2, by which one man will perform 
in fix hours; what thoſe' three figures are engaged in twelve; and 
will give the filk a greater luſtre than thoſe machines which are in 
uſe among the Chineſe or Italians. - . 

The adopting this plan for providing the company with filk, will be 
yo to the company of the following good effefs' in a very 
| few -years. They may have as much as they require, of the beſt 


quality, at a low price; employing one third of the hands they now = 


do; and without riſk of contracting bad debts, | at the ſame time 1 
. ſales and profits will be enlarged. 

The iſlands of Coffimbuzar and Comercolly, which lay onda 
will be a tract of country ſufficiently large to anſwer all theſe pur- 
poſes. The reſt of the places producing filk, now monopolized by 
the company, will then be open to all private merchants to make 
purchaſes. 

Theſe merchants, it is humbly.propoſed, to encourage to pro- 
vide aſſortments fit for the Europe market, and to indulge with 
the liberty of lading them upon the home ward bound ſhips to be paid 
for here, either agreeable to the prime coſt in . or to the ers 


1 home, deducting a moderate duty. 


Such a liberty will be productive of infinite" advantages. * 


will in the firſt place encourage the culture of ſilk; and in the 


next, engage thoſe ſums in ſuch remittances, which muſt otherwiſe 


be lent to our rivals. in trade for that purpoſe. Bengal will then 


alone be able to furniſh the Engliſh market with the full quantity 
which has hitherto been brought from Italy, Turky, &c. and con- 
ſequently ſave a conſiderable annual exportation of bullion to thoſe 
parts, the pods of Bengal being no ways inferior to either, and pro- 

duces 
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| duces as good filk when properly reeled. The rival companies, par- 


_ . ticularly the French, will then not only be obliged to come to the 


ſales in Leadenhall-Street for thoſe goods which they are at preſent 
enabled to buy in India with Engliſh money at a very great advantage, 
owing to the exorbitant diſcount they exact on remits; but will 
alſo find themſelves: diſtreſt for money even to ſupport their ſettle- 
ments. Engliſh, money having enabled the French to anſwer all 
mercantile exigencies, and to put the fortifications at Pondicherry into 
thorough: repair}; upwards of two millions ſterling having been paid 
into their hands for bills before the author left Bengal. 

.. Leſt the plan here offered ſhould be thought the offspring of fancy, 
the author thinks it neceſſary to declare that it derives its birth from 
actual and repeated experiments; and that in caſe it meets with the 
approbation of the company, and they are inclined to carry it into 
execution, he is ready to undertake the management, and will pledge 
himſelf, if properly aſſiſted and ſupported, that it ſhall. be crowned 
Vith ſucceſs, and produce every adyantage he has ſet forth, 


LF, en ier U. 


A. Table on which B. the great reel is fut by C. l bars, and by D. pine; which 
is put in motion by E. the foot board, which is faſtened 40 F. the handle of 
reel by G. a ſcrew. In H. te groop ite fron of th ble place x uae rms 
which is moved backwards and forwards to ſpread the filk on the great reel. K. K. 
X. K. are four pullies let into the upper bar of the flider, through which L. L. L. L. 
ſtrings ars paſſed which have at the ends M. M. M. M. brafs rings, N. N. N., N. are 
hooks to faſten the ſtrings to. O. O. O. O. are the guide wires. P, is a ſmall reel pro- 
Jecing from the table, over which Q. Q. Q. Q. the ſilk paſſes through the rings, and the 
gulde wires to the great reel. R. is a plate of braſs with a ſmall opening to introduce the 
ſilk, and to prevent the pods riſing out of the water, fixt to 8. the cauldron in which 
COTE TOO On ns #197 BE U. 
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